Minutes of WVAPSS Annual Business Meeting 6/6/03
The annual business meeting was held in the Jefferson Room of the Clarion Hotel and Conference Center in Shepherdstown, WV on June 6, 2003. Members in attendance were; Ron Estepp, Patrick Drohan, Wendy Noll, Kevin Thomas, Doug Boyer, Susan Boyer, Roy Pyle, Mary Ellen Cook, and Skip Bell. President Estepp called the meeting to order at 9:00 pm.

Welcome

President Estepp welcomed members and guests and gave a short overview of the soils, geology, land use and history of the Great Valley. 
Introductions
Vice President Patrick Drohan introduced guest speaker John Stiteler.

New members

President Estepp talked about new members that have been admitted to WVAPSS in 2002-03. They are; Dr. Javier Gonzalez and Steve Baker. 

Dr. Gonzalez is a soil scientist/chemist with ARS, located in Beckley.  Dr. Gongalez comes to us from Mexico with a tour of duty at Iowa State University, where he received his MS and PhD. 

Steve Baker is a soil scientist with the Fayette Raleigh soil survey party.  He is a graduate of WVU, currently employed by the WV Soil Conservation Agency.  He is an associate member, pending the needed work experience for full membership.

Treasurer’s Report

S. Bell distributed a treasurer’s report for the period 6/14/02 to 6/3/02. It shows a balance of $1190.92 in the treasury. There was no discussion. 

Old Business
Minutes of previous annual business meeting

P. Drohan made a motion to dispense with the reading of the 2002 annual business meeting minutes. W. Noll seconded.  Motion carried. 
Consulting soil scientist list
The consulting soil scientist list was discussed in light of recent initiatives by NRCS to study outsourcing of some soil survey and conservation planning functions. The question was raised; should non-members be allowed to list their services in the WVAPSS Consultants List for a fee? Some discussion followed of the standards that were established by the original committee. 

D. Boyer made a motion to maintain the current standard and allow only Full WVAPSS Members to list their services in the WVAPSS Consultant’s List.  P. Drohan and R. Pyle seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Further discussion followed. It was agreed that we maintain our list on the website.  Any edits to biographical information or additions to the list would be submitted to the executive council and, when approved, forwarded to the webmaster for updates to the website list.  
2003 WV Conservation Partnership Meeting.
R. Estepp discussed WVAPSS role in previous WV Conservation Partnership meetings. He presented the proposed agenda for the 2003 meeting. The proposed dates are: November 3-5. Topics include; future of agriculture in WV, groundwater hydrology, legislative agenda, conservation reserve programs and grassland reserves, emergency action plans, 
forestry.

W. Noll presented her insight as the WVAPSS representative on the Planning Committee. She stated that the WVAPSS business meeting is tentatively scheduled for Monday, November 3 at 3:30pm. She asked if WVAPSS membership wanted to continue the tradition of placing an ad in the WV Conservation Partnership Meeting brochure. Some discussion followed. Noll presented previous year’s ads as examples. 
P. Drohan made a motion that $50 be appropriated for purchasing an ad in the 2003 WV Conservation Partnership Meeting brochure. D. Boyer seconded. Motion carried.
*W. Noll and S. Bell will follow through.
Link to NRCS website
R. Estepp stated that the WV NRCS website is still not linked to the WVAPSS website. Some discussion followed.  
*S. Bell will follow through with NRCS webmaster.
New Business
Northeast Forest Soils Conference
R. Estepp stated that he had been contacted by Mary Beth Adams (USFS) about the possibility of WVAPSS hosting the 2004 or 2005 NE Forest Soils Conference.  Much discussion followed.  The possibility of co-hosting the event with NRCS was discussed. The role of NRCS soil scientists in planning and coordinating past Northeast Forest Soils Conferences held in WV was discussed. Most members seemed to favor our co-hosting this event, but only if we are helped by NRCS personnel.  The consensus of opinion was that it would be difficult for WVAPSS members from around the state to meet on their own time and expense to work on the meeting. NRCS employees could work on the event on government time with government tools.  
*P. Drohan will contact MB Adams (USFS), Steve Carpenter (NRCS), and Stephanie Connolly (USFS) to solicit comments and possibility of co-hosting the conference with WVAPSS.

Challenges due to departure of President-elect Drohan
R. Estepp discussed the challenges to WVAPSS due to the departure of President-elect Drohan for a job at U of Nevada-Las Vegas at the end of June, 2003. These challenges include;


1) Maintenance of the WVAPSS website-The WVAPSS website is currently located on the 
Shepherd College server and maintained by Drohan. Estepp solicited help in moving and 
maintaining a new website this spring. He received 2 offers.


Doug Boyer offered to become webmaster. Boyer stated that the website could be hosted 


by Doteasy.com for a fee of $25/year or $90/5 years.  The website would have a 



 unique WVAPSS web address.  (eg., www.WVAPSS.org)


Jeff Skousen offered to become webmaster with the website hosted by WVU. This site 


would be free.  The site would have a WVU web address.


R. Pyle made a motion to accept the offer by Doug Boyer and pay to have a website hosted by 
Doteasy.com and pay for the 5 year option at $90.00. P. Drohan seconded. Motion carried.

*D. Boyer will send bill for establishing website at Doteasy.com to S. Bell. P. Drohan and D. 
Boyer will work out the details of transferring files.


2) Smithsonian project-Drohan was acting as WVAPSS liaison to SSSA for the Smithsonian 
Museum of Natural History Soils project. Drohan will continue on the project national steering 
committee and will represent Nevada in his new position. Previous to the meeting, Estepp and 
Drohan had both 
approached S. Bell to replace Drohan as the WV liaison to SSSA for the project. 
Bell accepted. 


*S. Bell will act as WVAPSS liaison to SSSA for the Smithsonian Museum of Natural History 
Soils project.


S. Bell read a letter received from SSSA soliciting WVAPSS support for the project. He 
distributed brochures produced by SSSA that outline plans for an interactive display.


P. Drohan discussed possible fundraising opportunities to support the project. He stated that 
WVAPSS will need to raise $10,000 to sponsor the WV State Soil monolith. 


*P. Drohan will contact the WV power ball lottery winner to solicit a contribution to the project.  
 
He will also contact soil scientists in other states to determine how their professional societies  
have been fundraising.

3) Appointment of a president pro-tempore-R. Estepp made reference to provisions in the 
WVAPSS Constitution for filling a vacancy in the office of President.  Article XII section 4 states 
“Should a vacancy occur in the office of the President, the Executive Council shall appoint a 
President pro-tempore. All appointments or elections shall be made form the Full Membership 
body for the unexpired term of office.” 


*Executive Council shall take up the issue of replacing President Drohan at their next meeting.

New Officers
             

S. Bell announced the results of the 2003 election. Wendy Noll was elected to the office of Vice-president.
Jared Beard was elected to the office of Executive Council member. The 2003-2004 officers are:

Past President (Chairman Nominations and Registration Committee)—Ron Estepp
President—Patrick Drohan
Vice President—Wendy Noll
Secretary-Treasurer—Skip Bell
 
Council Members (in order of seniority):
 
Chairman Public Relations and Education Committee---Steve Carpenter
Chairman Ethic and Registration Committee—Stephanie Connolly
Chairman Constitution and By-laws Committee—Jared Beard
Passing of the gavel
R. Estepp passed the Presidential gavel to President Patrick Drohan. Drohan outlined his priorities for the upcoming year. They include; 

1) increasing education and outreach 

2) fund-raising for the Smithsonian Soils project

3) writing a “History of Soil Survey in WV”
Drohan suggested that this year’ technical session (archeology/soils workshop) could become a semiannual fundraiser, with possible college credit.
Next year’s annual meeting
D. Boyer presented a proposal for next year’s annual meeting.  It would focus on research on the impacts of agriculture on water quality in the karst area of Greenbrier Co. The technical session would probably include a cave trip.

Adjournment
D. Boyer made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  R. Estepp seconded. Motion carried.

The meeting adjourned about 10:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Skip Bell

Secretary-Treasurer

* denotes action item
