Minutes of WVAPSS Annual Business Meeting 6/23/04
The annual business meeting was held in the lodge at Canaan Valley State Park on the evening of June 23, 2004.  The meeting was held conjunction with the 2004 Northeast Cooperative Soil Survey Conference. Members in attendance were: Ron Estepp, Alex Topalanchik, Roy Pyle, Carlos Cole, John Sencindiver, Steve Carpenter, Sigrid Teets, Jason Teets, Don Flegel, Stephanie Connolly, Beth Adams, Rob Pate, Mark Van Lear, Tim Dilliplane, Eileen O’Neill, Steve Baker, Jared Beard, Wendy Noll, Dave Kingsbury, and Skip Bell. Guests in attendance were: Darlene Pyle, Kevin Cunningham, Ronnie Taylor, Jennifer Sweet, Willem Van Eck, Carl Robinette, and Maxine Levin.  President Noll called the meeting to order at 7:20 pm.

Old Business
Minutes of previous annual business meeting

B Adams made a motion to dispense with the reading of the 2003 annual business meeting minutes. S. Connolly seconded.  Motion carried. 
Treasurer’s report
S. Bell presented the FY 03-04 Treasurer’s report (attached).  

B Adams made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report.  S. Connolly seconded.  Motion carried. 

Smithsonian Project

W Noll reported on the efforts to raise funds to support inclusion of the WV state soil monolith in the Smithsonian Soil Science exhibit. She discussed the gun raffle and the “Basket of WV” raffle. She called for fund-raising ideas. Much discussion followed.  Ideas were presented for potential venues (E-Bay, Fairs, Regional RC&D meeting, NACD meeting) to sell raffle tickets, and different types of prizes.  

Maxine Levine, representing the US Consortium of Soil Scientist Associations (USCSSA), gave a presentation on national efforts to raise funds for the Smithsonian Project.  She talked about different strategies being used by other state associations.  She mentioned that federal employees could make contributions through the Combined Federal Campaign. 
R. Pyle stated that good venue to sell tickets for the gun raffle would be the upcoming National Hunting and Fishing Conference that is being held at Stonewall Jackson State Park in September.  Roy stated that he would check with conference officials to see if WVAPSS could set up a display.

R. Pate suggested that we solicit donations from Arch Coal and FFA chapters.

S. Carpenter talked about efforts to solicit funds from the 14 WV Soil Conservation Districts. He stated that volunteers will be needed to make presentations at District meetings and that NRCS employees should make it clear that they are speaking on behalf of WVAPSS (not NRCS) to avoid federal ethics code violations.

S. Connolly stated that a soil monolith and display is in place at the USFS Cranberry Visitors Center in Pocahontas Co.  She thought that WVAPSS may be able to place a donation box with the display. She will make inquiries.  

R. Pyle and R. Pate volunteered to be on the Smithsonian Fund Committee.

Proposed amendments to the WVAPSS Constitution
J. Beard presented 3 proposed amendments to the WVAPSS Constitution to the membership.

-Proposed Amendment 1
Article VII – Membership, Section 3c

Shall read as:

All Full and Associate Members shall be permitted to hold elected office except that Associate Members shall not be elected to the offices of president and Vice President. Eligibility shall be contingent upon employment and/or residence in the State of West Virginia. 

-Proposed Amendment 2

Article VII – Membership, Section 3d

Shall read as:


All Full and Associate Members shall be permitted to hold the office of Secretary-Treasurer and Standing Committee chairs.

R. Pyle made a motion that Amendment 1 and 2 be voted upon together. R. Estepp seconded.  Motion carried.  

J. Teets made a motion that we accept Amendments 1 and 2 as read.  B. Adams seconded. 

J. Sencindiver called for discussion.

10 to 15 minutes of discussion followed.  Most of the discussion focused on the purpose and need of the Amendments.
B. Adams-Call for the Question

Yeas-for the motion- 9 votes.  Nays-against the motion- 6 votes.   Abstentions- 3.  
 The motion to accept Amendments 1 and 2 as read is defeated due to the lack of a majority of votes for the motion. 
-Proposed Amendment 3

Article XI, Section 7.

Shall read as:


The ballots must be returned to the Secretary-Treasurer in a sealed envelope or by e-mail marked “Ballot”, prior to – or at – the annual meeting. Ballots will be opened prior to – or at – the annual meeting, and results will be announced at the annual meeting.

J. Sencindiver made a motion to accept the Amendment 3 as read. D. Flegel seconded.  
Some discussion followed.

B. Adams-Call for the question.

Yeas-for the motion- 17 votes.  Nays-against the motion- 1 vote.   Abstentions- 0.  

The motion carries and the Amendment is accepted.

2005 Northeast Forest Soils Conference
B. Adams asked if WVAPSS was still interested in hosting the 2005 NE Forest Soils Conference. A general discussion on the roll of WVAPSS, potential costs, tours, etc. 

B. Adams made a motion for WVAPSS to host the 2005 NE Forest Soils Conference. J Teets seconded. 
Discussion followed.  W. Noll asked for the formation of a Committee to handle the organization of the conference.  B. Adams, S. Connolly, and J. Sencindiver volunteered to co-chair the Forest Soils Conference Committee.

J Teets-Call for the question.  Motion carried. 

New Business
New Officers
             

W. Noll announced the results of the 2004 election. 
John Sencindiver was elected to the office of Vice-president.
Mary Beth Adams was elected to the office of Secretary-Treasurer

Mark Van Lear was elected to the office of Chair-Public Relations and Education Committee

 The 2004-2005 officers are:

President—Wendy Noll
Vice President—John Sencindiver
Secretary-Treasurer—Mary Beth Adams
 
Council Members (in order of seniority):
 
Chairman Ethic and Registration Committee—Stephanie Connolly
Chairman Constitution and By-laws Committee—Jared Beard
Chairman Public Relations and Education Committee---Mark Van Lear
Adjournment
B. Adams made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  S. Connolly seconded. Motion carried.

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Skip Bell

Secretary-Treasurer

