Monday, January 28, 2008

West Virginia Association of Professional Soil Scientist

Executive Council Meeting

Minutes

Shoney’s in Flatwoods, WV

Meeting called to order at 10:31 am by Dave Kingsbury (DK)

Reading of past minutes – Motion to accept as written by Mike Jones (MJ)





Seconded by Katy McBride (KM)



Motion Passed

Treasurers Report given by DK – Motion to accept as shown by Rob Pate (RP)





Seconded by MJ



Motion Passed

Committee Reports and updates given.


Ethics and Registration – Eileen O’Neill (EO) no new items


Public Relations and Education – Jim Thompson (JT)



Brief Discussion of new web page with more to come later in meeting.


Steve Carpenter asked if WVAPSS would compensate Sue Bell to/for “touch – up” of the Huntington and for past efforts on the Monongahela monoliths in state office.  Since these monoliths are used for educational purposes, it was agreed that their upkeep should be done.

Decision was made to have formal requests on a case by case basis be presented to the council for consideration stating which monolith and how much money would be needed. The Council will then discuss and decide if reimbursement is appropriate.

Other education – Trading cards for the State soil modeled after the North Carolina / Missouri type cards.  DK will talk with Carol and check on publishing costs and report back at the next council meeting in April.

Constitution and By-Laws – KM


There have been no replies/responses to a request sent out about the changes regarding the wording of membership requirements.  These changes will be sent to JT and placed on the web site.

Old Business

Endowment – This past Oct, no donation was made by WVAPSS to the WVU Soil Judging Team and it was motioned by RP that the previous-year’s $250 donation toward the WVU soil judging team be given to the endowment. Seconded by KM.

Motion Passed

Future requests for donations to the endowment should be made by the WVU soil judging coach

Grassland Contest – KM moved and EO seconded WVAPSS donate $150 toward the contest



Motion Passed


Katy will send and invite to the committee to attend the contest which is held in late winter or early spring in Jackson’s Mill

Web Page – Some edits have been made and a redesign is underway.  JT showed the new layout for the webpage and all agree that it looks great.  JT says it should be unveiled by the time of publication of the news letter, middle Feb.  JT requested that we visit the web page and make comments to him.


Needed updates on membership as well as the consulting list need to be done.

Annual Meeting and Field Trip – Smithsonian Museum is opening the soils exhibit on the 19th of July.  The meeting is being planned for either the evening of the 19th or perhaps the morning of the 20th of July.  Rooms/hotels are in the process of being arranged.  More info will be in the newsletter.

New Business

Updating of the membership/consulting for the web page

New Education Opportunities – Get with Pat Bowen (DK and MJ) to see how to and how much CEU’s can be given to our meetings.  Specifically the Smithsonian Trip but not to exclude other technical sessions that may be put on by WVAPSS in the future.
Newsletter – Looking at a mid – February release date.


Topics should be, Ron Estepp, Health Fair, Smithsonian Trip/Meeting, WVU Soil Judging, Field Week/WVU research, Partnership meeting, Web Page, NE Forest Soils Conf.

WVU Soil Judging Team is going to the National Contest which is being held in Rhode Island.  They have requested funds from WVAPSS.  RP moved to donate $250 to the WVU soil judging team.  KM seconded.



Motion Passed

Other activities – Possible fund-raising ideas were discussed. These included a raffle with prizes like a weekend whitewater/fishing trip, a golf outing at the Greenbrier, and a hunting excursion in Monroe Co.  EO and KM will check into possible donations of a prize.  Also discussed was the possibility of having more than 1 prize with the winner being able to pick a prize of their choice.

Elections – MJ and EO will be rotating off of the committee this year and people who might be considered to be on the Exec. Council were identified.  A few names suggested were Debbie Cunningham, Stephanie Connolly, Aron Sattler, Ron Estepp, Henry Ferguson, Amanda Moore, Walter Winant, Cathryn O’Neal, and Steve Baker.

The WV DEH Health Fair - Should WVAPSS be a part of this.  Dave felt that we might not be best suited for this “fair” given the format that we had this past year and questioned whether or not the $150 for registration was worth it.  It was commented that timing was not very good this past year being that it was short notice and perhaps next year we could be better prepared. DK suggested that if the registration fee were waived, then it would not be as debatable.

This topic was tabled until next meeting.

Consultant list – when updating this list we need to tie it to the annual dues and collect both dues and fees at that time.  Dave will get with Mary Beth and EO and the list will be updated and placed on the web page.  DK suggested that a $20 fee be charged for being on the consulting list. This could be updated during the annual WVAPSS membership dues collection period. This list could be updated annually since it will be entirely on-line (no paper copies to maintain).
It was suggested to move the annual business meeting held during the partnership conference to Wednesday after the award luncheon in order to potentially increase WVAPSS meeting participation and to help keep the Golden Auger Award winner more secret.  Idea did receive positive feedback.  Dave will discuss this issue when planning for the next partnership meeting begins.

RP moved that we adjourn.  KM seconded.

Motion Passed at 1:15 pm.

(minutes submitted by MJ)
