Minutes from WVAPSS Executive Council Meeting
Mt Clare NRCS Service Center
March 3, 2010

Present: President Stephanie Connolly, Vice President Eileen O’Neill, Past President Rob Pate, Secretary/Treasurer Tim Dilliplane, Council members Dr Jim Thompson, Peg Reese, Aron Sattler

The meeting was called to order at approximately 10:15 AM by Stephanie.

Reading of Minutes: Highlights from both the 9-09 and 10-27 meetings were read to the group. It was noted that the 10-27 meeting, initially scheduled as the 2009 Annual Meeting, will now be considered an Executive Council Meeting due to the circumstances. With this addition, a MOTION was made to accept both minutes as presented. Motion seconded and passed.

Treasurer’s Report: The Treasurer’s Report was given. The ledger balance as of 3-03-2010 was $1,530.45. Our final tally from the Fall 2009 raffle was $968.00. Our current T-shirt and hat sale total as of 3-03-2010 is $844.50. We have spent $1148.19 in purchasing T-shirts and hats, so we need about $300 more in sales before we begin to earn funds for the account. MOTION made to accept, seconded, and passed.   

OLD BUSINESS
Winter Newsletter:  The 2010 Winter Newsletter was “distributed” to all members via the WVAPSS website. The website has also been updated with information for our T-shirt and hat fundraiser, including .pdf forms for purchase of shirts and hats. A big thank you was given to all who contributed to the winter newsletter, and to Jim for his great work on managing the web site. 

Action Items from 10-27 meeting: The following action items were completed:
1. Thank you note sent to Stephanie’s Mom (Fall Fundraiser item)
2. Stephanie followed up on possible copyright on textural triangle usage. Determined to be okay.
3. Second order of shirts purchased from Seneca Designs. Payment sent.
4. Peg did follow-up on Endowment Fund procedures for future donations.
5. Rob provided 2 monoliths to WV Wesleyan. (On loan for student instruction)
Not completed- Rob will follow-up with Carlos Cole to represent WVAPSS at April 2010 Sanitarian Conference at Cedar Lakes. 

Spring and Summer Events:  
The SWCS Annual East North Central Leadership Development Workshop will be held Mar 18-19 in Morgantown. As a courtesy to WVAPSS members, we will send an email to give them the information.
The SWCS/WVAPSS Float Trip will be held on May 7-8. A gathering at the Big Bend Campground and a trip through the Smoke Hole has been scheduled.
An additional fund raiser was discussed. Due to the fact that we are about $300 away from gaining funds from the T-shirt and hat sales, it was decided to not pursue another event at this time.

Upcoming 2010 officer elections/candidates: The following WVAPSS members have volunteered to run:  Vice President--- Steve Baker and Henry Ferguson; Council--- Debby Cunningham and Mike Harman; Secretary/Treasurer--- Tim Dilliplane. We will send a ballot to all WVAPSS members by email, and with responses to be forwarded to the Sec/Treasurer. Deadline for voting will be April 30. Rob will be responsible for sending out this email.

WVU Soils Team request for funding:  Through previous email communications, it was agreed that WVAPSS would respond to the request with a $500 donation. Stephanie has sent a letter to the team, and a check has been sent.

Review of Support for 2010 Educational Needs: Traditionally, WVAPSS has donated funds to the WV Grassland Contest and the WV Envirothon. A MOTION was made to donate $50 to each contest. Motion was seconded. Discussion followed on the possible cancellation of the Grassland contest. Rob will follow up on both contests to determine when to send these donations. Motion passed.

There was also discussion on donation to the Endowment Fund in years when the WVU Soils Team does not compete or fails to make it to the National Contest. This will be the case in Fall 2011 and Spring 2012 when both the regional and national contests will be held in Morgantown (host teams do not compete). The topic will be discussed at future meetings.

2010 Directory Update and Status:  Aron reported that there have been 19 updated bios, and that the deadline is April 1. The directory will then be updated and replaced on the WVAPSS website.

Professional Consultants List:  A 09-09-2009 email to WVAPSS members that asked for applicants for the WVAPSS Professional Consultants list received 0 applications and 0 responses. Therefore, we will no longer pursue this topic, and we will not provide a listing on our website.


NEW BUSINESS
2010 Annual Meeting: Eileen presented 2 options for our Annual Meeting. The first was in conjunction with the NRCS Field Week tentatively scheduled for the week of June 28. The second was in conjunction with the SWCS/WVAPSS Float Trip on May 8-9. A MOTION was made to have the meeting coincide with the float trip on May 8-9. Motion was seconded. Discussion followed to have a meeting place at the Seneca Rocks Discovery Center, with a few speakers to inform the group on the Smoke Hole ecosystem. The annual business meeting will be that evening, and the float trip will be the next morning. Eileen and Stephanie will continue with more planning. Motion passed.
T Shirts/Hats to Jim Thompson:  A previously decision to have all hats and shirts in a central location. Jim has agreed to handle this since our WVAPSS Business address is his office. Steph and Tim brought their supplies, and Rob’s will be brought to Jim soon. 

2010 WV Partnership Meeting:  Aron reported that the February planning meeting had been cancelled. Eileen volunteered to contact Kim Fisher about options for our Executive Council meeting to be held this week.

2010 Golden Auger Nominations:  Currently one name has been suggested.

New Member:  WVU student Josh Hall submitted an application for a student membership. His bio was reviewed by the Council, and he was voted in as a Student Member. A follow-up “welcome” letter is needed.

Webmaster position:  Initial discussion on the position of webmaster, and its possible position on the Executive Council. Peg will check bi-laws. Future discussions needed.

Central Appalachian Red Spruce Restoration Initiative:  We discussed and decided to give our support to the project. Steph will write a response to offer volunteer assistance from our group if desired.


Next Meeting: May 7-8 Annual Meeting. 

Without further topics or discussion, a MOTION was made to adjourn the meeting. It was seconded, and passed. The meeting was adjourned at 12:40 PM.


Respectfully submitted,


Tim Dilliplane
WVAPSS Secretary/Treasurer













ACTION ITEM LIST:
	ITEM
	WHO
	COMPLETE BY:

	Send membership SWCS announcement for March workshop
	Steph
	Complete 3/4/10

	Carlos Cole to represent WVAPSS at April 2010 Sanitarian Conference at Cedar Lakes. 
	Rob
	ASAP

	Send out ballot for 2010-2011 elections
	Rob
	Complete

	Prepare Agenda for 2010 Annual meeting/ Coordinate with SWCS (Contact SWCS and let them know our plans
	Eileen
	ASAP

	Reserve Seneca Rocks Discovery Center for Annual business meeting 5/7/10 afternoon and short presentations w/ USFS
	Steph
	Complete

	Rob will follow up on Envirothon and Grassland  contests to determine when to send $50 donations.
	Rob
	April 1

	Tim to send checks to Envirothon and Grassland contacts for WVAPSS support
	Tim
	As soon as Rob identifies the status of each event.

	Complete update to directory and give final document to Jim T. in Word format
	Aron
	April 15

	Post new directory on website
	Jim
	May 1 – before Annual meeting.

	Prepare membership email to announce 2010 Annual Business meeting with tentative details to allow membership to plan
	Eileen
	ASAP – 3/15 for first email announcement, more specifics to follow weeks after.

	Eileen volunteered to contact Kim Fisher about options for our Executive Council meeting to be held that week.
	Eileen
	ASAP – complete. 3/15 next scheduled planning meeting for  FY11 WV Partnership Council meeting.

	Rob to deliver additional clothing items to Jim to fill some orders for smaller sizes.
	Rob
	ASAP – in progress.

	Prepare request to Kevin Wickey for NRCS staff to receive work time on 5/7 to attend annual meeting in the afternoon
	Steph
	ASAP – 3/19/2010

	Send Josh Hall new member congratulations
	Steph
	3/19/2010

	Webmaster position – check bi-laws and constitution for how to add an executive council member – entire membership?
	Peg
	5/7/2010 – Topic at Annual meeting

	Response to CASRI for request for soils assistance in establishing soil monitoring plots for red spruce ecosystem restoration
	Steph
	5/7/2010 – Topic at Annual meeting


















