Minutes from WVAPSS Annual Business Meeting
2009 WV Conservation Partnership Conference
Charleston Town Center Marriott, Charleston, WV

October 27, 2009

Present: President Stephanie Connolly, Past President Rob Pate, Vice President Eileen O’Neill, Secretary/Treasurer Tim Dilliplane, and Council member Peg Reese. Two members were in attendance. 
The meeting was called to order at approximately 4:35 AM by Stephanie.
Minutes and Treasurer’s Report: The minutes from last year’s Annual Meeting were passed around to the Council members. A MOTION was made to accept the minutes as written. The motion was seconded and passed. The Treasurer’s Report was given. As of 10/27/2009, the account has a total of $1870.88 ($1807.66 in checking, and $63.22 in cash). A MOTION was made to accept the Treasurer’s report. The motion was seconded and passed.  
OLD BUSINESS
Fundraising: Peg and Eileen reported that raffle tickets for the quilted wall hanging have been distributed to all members. There has been a large response to the quilt raffle so far, and it was mentioned by Council Members that it may be a possible source for our fund raising activities in the future. It was proposed that the incoming President write a thank-you letter to Stephanie’s Mom for donating the quilt. Discussion on future fund raisers continued, with suggestions of quilts, guns, and other prizes. We will go with our quilt and T-shirts and hats as fund raisers for the upcoming year.
T-Shirts and Hats:  It was agreed on to mention that no winner was determined for our T-shirt design contest, and that 2 designs were chosen for our latest T-shirt purchase. Twenty hats and 60 shirts (30 each in 2 styles) are now available for purchase. We have agreed on the following prices: hats for $15, T-shirts for $15, adding $1.50 for the 2XL size. A printing error in the “muddy hands” design has resulted in a reduced price for this style, and we decided on selling them for $10. T shirts and hats have been distributed to Tim, Rob, and Jim. A MOTION was made to add pictures and an order form to the web site to promote our hats and T-shirts. The motion was seconded and passed.

One member asked if the textural triangle on our design has a copyright. This will be passed on to Jim Thompson for comment and possible research.

Due to rapid sales, we are already in need of more Large size T-shirts with the textural triangle on the back. Discussion began on another order. A MOTION was made to do a second order of this shirt. Discussion ended in withdrawing this motion, and establishing a NEW MOTION of ordering 30 textural triangle style T-shirts (Large size) and 6 polo shirts and oxford shirts in assorted sizes. This motion was seconded and passed.

Tim will provide a check to Seneca Designs in the amount of $642.36 for the payment of our initial purchase (check presented to Steph at the close of this meeting).
Winter Newsletter: We discussed topics for the Winter Newsletter. Rob agreed to submit articles about his Detail assignment in Virginia, and also a column about earthworms. Steph will submit the customary President’s message, as well as a blurb about the hats and T-shirts. Other suggestions were to ask Jim to write about the WVU Soil Judging Team’s latest competition, and to ask Katy McBride to submit an article about the Envirothon competition. Steph would like to have all articles and items submitted by Jan 7, 2010.
New Membership Drive:  We have added 2 new full members, 1 new associate member, and 2 new student members since June, 2009.
NEW BUSINESS

Support of FY2010 Education Needs: We have traditionally given a “blanket amount” of funding to the WVU Soil Judging Team, the state Envirothon Contest, and the state Grassland Contest. We will continue this trend, and will attempt to give more on submission of an official request. Our Executive Council will continue to work to have these funds available. Peg also mentioned the Soil Judging Endowment Fund as an option for individual and group contributions.
Professional Consultants Listing: Due to the absence of Jim Thompson, discussion on this topic was tabled until our next meeting.

FY2010 Events: 
1.) WV Sanitarian’s Conference (April 2010 in Ripley): We had some discussion on providing a speaker for this conference. Carlos Cole may be a possibility.

2.) Annual Meeting (June 2010): Vice President Eileen is in charge of organizing this event. Suggestions of Charleston involving Clay Center activities and rain garden tour, a Mon NF location with Fernow Experimental Forest research; and folistic epipedon work in the Mon NF were made.

3.) There was discussion about our amount of participation in next year’s Partnership meeting. Everyone agreed that this year’s $60 registration fee required by all attendees was steep and likely deterred many members from attending. Future Business Meeting discussions will consider an alternative location for next year’s Fall Business Meeting, Partnership Meeting participation being reduced to the Award’s Luncheon and presentation of the Golden Auger Award, and WVAPSS paying the recipient’s luncheon fee. We will continue to participate in the planning activities for the Partnership Meeting by sending a WVAPSS representative.

Upcoming 2010 Elections:  Jim Thompson will be rotating off the Council, so we need candidates for council member as well as Vice President. Tim has agreed to run for Secretary/Treasurer. Rob will seek out other candidates and try to have at least two nominees per position.
Other New Business: 

1.) SWCS Natural Resources Management Workshop to be held November 10, 2009.

2.) John Sencindiver mentioned the desire and need for a soil monolith for the Spring Semester Environmental Science class at WV Wesleyan. One donated from WVAPSS was mentioned as a possibility.
Next Meeting: The next meeting will be an Executive Council Meeting in early 2010. Date, time, and location are presently undetermined.
Without further topics or discussion, a MOTION was made to adjourn the meeting. It was seconded and passed. The meeting was adjourned at 5:50 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Tim Dilliplane

WVAPSS Secretary/Treasurer

